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Legend of Eagle Lake

the forest. To say which
should become the husband

This is repristed from »
Chamber of

pamphlet, which reprinted

Esgle Lake is & beautiful
sheet of water, aboul seven

|

miles in circumference, and the king

is connected by a bayou
the same name — &
kind of outlet with the

its qualities of unsurpassed
fruit fulness there is no part
of the known western
hemisphere where the
common Erape grows so
shundantly or abounds so
1pﬂnunmu.|lj

A large sycamore tree by
shown on the west shore ol
the fake where a large
eagle, the Faleo
Washingtonia, built her

A brief

This brief history of Eagle
Lake is reprinted ftrom »
Chamber ol Copmerce

Willinm  Little and
Charles Beard, twao of
Stephen F. Austin’s
eolonists who helped build
the Fort settlemént on the
Brazos River, camped an
the shores of the lake now
known as “Eagle Lake" in
1821, They killed an eagle
there, and from that time
referred to the spol as
Eagle Lake.

In a letter from Austin to
James Cummins, Alcalde of
the Colorado Distriet, dated
May 4. 1824, Austin
referred to the “Colorado
District above Eagle Laké.”

Eagle Lake’s history
siretches back to the time
whan Lhe vast prairies were
covered by tall grasses,
wild Mlowers and wild game
in abundance. The
Karankawa Indians were
known to have roamed
here, fishing the lake,=and
hath eating the alligators
and using the grease from
them to Afford a repellent
from the mosquitoes.

Legends have grown up
around Lhe presence of Lhe
Indians. and the earliest
know wversion of “The
Lagend of the Like™ was
printed in the “Morning
Star,” Houston, June 13,
1839, which in turn was
_reprinted by the "Richmond
Telescope.” It is a romantic
tale of two [ll-lated lovers
beside Lhe waters of the
lake.

The original Austin Land
Grant was approved April
12, 1523, and in 1824 lands
along the east side of the
Colornde River were
quickly eclaimed. The
original grantees were
Rawson. Alley, Gabriel
Straw Snider, A.W. McLain
and J. W, MeNair, James J.

.i_

Hoss,
Diyer, Thomas
and Andrew Rabb. In 1891
Patrick Reels was granted
land on the lnke.

In 1838 the Montgomery
and Thaicher families
arrivedd and settled on the
Cartwright and Dyer
Leagues. John Matthews
claimed the James Nelson
League in 1828. Angus
MeNeill bought the Roas
League in 1844 and C.C.

Hmm::;-dm“h‘?
of Bir in ;
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on the fertile river batiom
land. The principle erops
were eobton, corn and some

nest” and “esgle’s water
wave" were proverbial
phrases with the various
tribes of Indians in western

]

The daughter of an
Indian chief — a beautiful
dark-eyed girl — was wooed
by two young warriors ol
equal pretentions to con-
sideration amohg the
Indians. Each was anxious
to oblain the hand of the
fawn-like damsel ol the
woods, And each |
loved with all the I
fervamcy, simplicity and
sincerity. of a rude youth of

history of City of E

and edited a small
newspaper, ~The Canoce."
He was elecied County
Judge of Colorado eounty in
1888 and issued the order of
incorporation of Eagle Lake
on September 12, 1888
Capt. J.W. McCarty was
the first mayor, and W.T.
Eldridge. later founder of
Bugar Land Industries, was
the first eity marshall.
Capt. William Dunovant, a
cotton planter and grower
and miller of sugar cane, in-
troduveed rice growing into
the area in the lopwer lake in
1888, Thereafter shallow
wells, and a system that
employs water pumped
from the Colorado River Lo
the lake and then into

4
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his political interests to
strengthen and his views Lo
carry out as have greater
men in greater nations.
After many cogitations he
resolved upon the following
plan by which the sultors
themselves could give a
decizion.

It was in the summer
season and the “great
eagle" had hatehed her’
young. The old Chiel's plan
was no more nor less thah
that the young man of the
two in question who eould
bring him the young eaglets

“alive, by a certain time,

without cutting down the
tree, should have his

r. The proposition
was accepted, and-the rival
lovers senl out Lo procure,
if possible, the young

canals, irrigated the rice.
The lake has been a

recrealion apol lor many
years. Al one time &
pavillion was built over the
lake where "balls" were
held. In 1920 the lake was
leased by the Eagle Lake
Rod and Gun Club with a
membership of very
prominent Houston men
that continues to the
present time. In 1918 and
1918 the lake was & Lraining
point for airmen from
Ellington Air Force Base,
the lake serving as a bom
bing targel.

Eagle Lake has long been
a shipping center. At one
time there were three rail
lines serving the area.

eaglets. Each prepared
himsell with a rope
to throw over some Hmbs of
the tres, which eould be
fastened and facilitate the
ascent. They both arrived
along and about the same
time al the king eagie’s
iree.

Each had precisely the
olher's means to come af
the young eagles, and the
ather's means seemed to
each &0 sure Lo sucesed thatl
neither would consent for
the other to make the first
attempl; wheréupon rose a
dispute, a quarrel and a
fight. which terminated in
the immediate death of one,
and the infliction of morial
wounds an the other. who
died a few days after the
combalr upon the aspot
where they Jought, belng
unable (rom debility to
leave ji. 7

Meantime, LH;M W‘Lﬁﬂ%'ﬂﬂh

becoming anxious for their

M
loday, oil, cattle, rice and
sand and gravel shipments
make Eagle Lake the
secand largest point of ton
nage shipped on the
Southern Pacific between
San Franciseo and New
Orleans.

Amateur theatries began
here in 10823 with the
Komus Klub. Oul of this
grew the Little Theater.
the second after Dallas,
organized in Texas,

Women's Study groups
have been active since 1909,
In 1919 the present Study
Club organized and suppor
ted a library that anly
recently received city and
county aid. Is 1975 a new
$150.000 library, the Eula

return, and apprehending
some such estastrophe,
seized her [ather's spear,
and hastened to the place,
She arrived there in the af
ternoon on Lthe day on which
the last of the two lo
bresthed his last. Frantie
with frenzy and dispair, she
plunged the lance into her
breast and died as she had
always lived, In the
langusge of the Indians who
related the story, “the wife
of ne one,”

Ever alterwards, the
spot was regarded with
superstitious veneration by
every tribe of Indians to
whom was related the
hapless story, One in every
seven moons the young men
and maidens assembled Lo
consecrale the spol and
each time they erected a
cenotaph of flowers Lo their

name by which it is known
and will ever be,

Eagle Lake

and David Wintermann
Library, was built and
given to the eity by the
Wintermanns,

This same year, the
citizens raised funds mat-
ehed by Hill-Burton, and a
modern 35 bed hoapital,
debt-free, was dedicated, an
expenditure of $1.5 milllon.

The growing of rice on
Lhe prairies surrounding
the town has stiracted a
vast number of ducks and
geese, and the fine hunting
has brought many hunters
into Eagle Lake annually.
Also, a Prairie Chicken
Refoge is located nearby
and is carefully watched
GViEEF

Revitalization Committee approves

Last Thursday afterncon
the Revitalization
Committee mel in the First
National Bank boardroom
to review the proposed
charter and bylaws which
would incorporsie the com-
mittee into a non-profit
organization.

After reading of the
doeuments and discussion
the Commitiee approved
both documenis thus
establishing Revitalize
Eagle Lake, Inc., as a fune

l.irmgng corporation;

Paulette Klockman, Roy
. Van Nort and Robert
Klockman were listed as
the original in rators in
the charter: L year
Board of Directors will be
as follows: City of Eagle
Lake, Roberl Klockman;
Industrial F. Rill
Harrison, Jr.; Chamber of
Commerce, Roy D. Van
Noert, Merehant

Wldﬂlll:ﬂtﬂlliﬂ[h"’hﬂ
Representative: Joe L.
MeCreary: Service
Crganization

Representative, Elfe
Thomas; Black Community
Representative, A.J.
Williams: Mexican
American Community
Representative, Vieginia
Duarte, and two “st-large”
positions to be held by Eula
Wintermann and Paulette
Klnell.nl.n. .

Revitalize Eagle Lake,

bylaws an

represent tHe-many varied
interests of the citizens and
businesses of the com
munity. It was not designed
to take the place of the
Chamber of Commerce,
Industrial Foundation or
any other functioning group
but to supply support and
assistancé Lo Lhese groups
and take on the tasks which
were nol Already outlined
for other organizations,
such as parks and
recreation and low-interest
loans for those desiring Lo
refurbish buildings in the
downlown area,

Within the bylaws
provisions for membership
in Revitalize Eagle Lake,
Inc, state that anyone who
is interested in furthering
the effortsa of Lhe
Corporation in any area
may become a member. At
Thursday's meeting Lhe
committee decided Lo set

sell mnhenhiL s in the
Gmwmhtr a1 the “Come -
April Fest.” The member
ship dues are a tax deduc-
tible donation,

An annual meeting will
be held each year at which
time new directors will be
elected.

Standing Commitiees of
Revitalize Eagle Lake, Ine.
are outhined as follows:

* The Ways and Means
Committee shall be respon:
sible for an an-

d charter

work of the Corporation
and its commiltees, in-
cluding an estimate of thyg
annual income of Che
('rrrpnrﬂi:ull from dur.ﬂ-,
projects, gifis, and other
sources. In addition the
Committee shall suggest
find raising projects. The
Treasurer of the

Corporation shall be
“Chairman of the
Commitlee.

# The Government

Linison Committee shall be
responsible for matters
pertaining té logistation and
government eooperalion.

* The Besutification
Committee shall be respon-
sible for providing research
and pianning for the pur
pose of providing a more
atLractive and inviting ap-
pearance within the com-
munity and after lppmnl
by the Board of
shall be responsible for lm.
plementing such.

ALKS ___And
wmm
research and planning for
the purpose of establishing
A comprehensive
recreational program [or
the community of Eagle
Lake and after approval of
the Board of Diretors shall
be résponkible for im-
plementing such.

* The Special Events
Committee shall be respon
sible for planning and im-
plementing such functions
as may be deemed

Ine. has been organised to nual budget Lo facilitate the necessary by thé Board of

" Gamahel Good. his wie
and his three sons were the
first known settlers in the

After many weoks of
preparation the documents
which will and
make the ization

Committee & non-profit sren

ion have besn ap

proved by the ‘commities
and sent to State officials,

These documents will

make it possible for the

commities o become an

m_-ﬂmﬂ
oes o

llll&

of commities

and citizens of the com-

Fas

uh-u-lhlnt l.u
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Direetors for activities to
include fund raising,
business pmrﬁ‘nlnm and the
promotion of Eagle Lake as

a community and after ap-
proval of the Board of
Directors shall be respon

gible for implementing
such,
. The Museum

Committes shall be respon
gible for the development
and review of & means hy
whieh items of historical or
cultural value may ba
preserved and displayed in
theinterest of the com-
munity and after approval
by thé Board of Directors
shall implement such.

* The Business Liaison
Committee shall be respon-
sible for matters pertaining
to the integration of large
business into the goals and
efforts of the revilalization
effort.

& Other ﬂl.lmdm',r tom-

[!unmil.lu llnl
H-umjnlﬂnl Committes.
On April 28 the Board of
Directors will meet to elect
officers and review the
resalts of the “Come

been raised, plans will be
to hire an ar
chiteet for the surveys

which are necessary (o ap-
ply for UDAG and historie

grants to establish the

low-interest loans and boost

other projecis already
enumerated.

Revitalization documents sent to state

Site of Farris 1912 has hotel history |

The present structure
was erected as The Hotel
Dallas in 1912 on the town
square corner where
Lake began in 1857. It was

built on the site of an earlier
cawboy-stage stop hotel
known as The Hotel.

Thus Eagle Lake has had a

hotel on the present site

since the late 1850,
When the Hotel Dallas

was completed it was the
epitome of everything great
that one could expect to
find in rural Texas.
Diesigned by architect ALE.
Barnes of the firm of
Sanguinet. Stats & Barnes
ol Houston, it was hailed by
many as the finest small
town hotel in the state. The
hotel flourished until the
depression of the 1930's. Ax
the decsdes marched on the
large brick hotel on the
town square declined until
it was in a state of pitiful
disrepair.

uring the early years of

¢ 20th eentury, Eagle
Lahr enjoyed a rare small
town advaniage because
three railroad lines con
verged within the town's
limits, thus creating an
abundance of travelers and

drummers (peddlers)
causing the hotel busineas
to boom. As many as eight
hotels vied [for the
paironage of these
travelers: Today only The
Farris remains (o carry on
the sountry inn tradition of
weleoming the travel lulr_r
with warm hospitality, bed

and board.

William and Helyn Farris
purchased the old hotel in
December 1974. The struc-
ture was re-christened “The
Farris 1912" because the
hotel corner where Eagle
Lake began ~  had
traditionally earried the
name of the propristor and
because 1912 was indeed
Eagle Lake's golden ern

The Farria family
carefully completed the in-
terior restoration over a
period of several years with
overnight guests finally
being welcomed into the
building late in 1977,

Today the old hotel
sparkes by day and glows
by night. Its gardens; public
rooms and parlors afford
large and comioriable areas
for dining, relaxing and
shopping. The second floor
accomodates sixteen char-

ming bedrooms as well as &
huge mexranine

Throughout The Farris
1912 the charm of Viciorian
and turn-of the-century an
tiques make every room,
nook and cranny a point of
interesi, Livable, comfor-
table furnishings coupled
with dramatic use of color
create a warm, hospitable
simosphere throughout the
public areas as well as the
guest rooms.

The 1920's vintage guesi
house, loested within the
hotel courtyard. provides a
motor anit for those guests
who prefer st door parking
or ground foor rooms.

The Farris 1912 and the
stories of its restoration,
furnishings, {ood,
hospitality, proprietors and
notable guests have been
featured in numerous
publications, newpapaors,
books and “television in
statewide, regional,
national and international
cOVErnre.

A registered Texas
historigal landmark, the
Farris 1912 is one of the
earliest country inn
restoration projects Lo take
place in the state.

First Picture Show

Reprinted from The Headlight of Nov 2, 1929

Eagle Lake's firsl picture
show was in the bullding
lately oceupied by the LA
Solomon store. Picture
shows in Eagle Lake of the
earlier days, remained but
comparatively shorl
durations under the same
managements — they came

they -apparenily
Nourished for a time — and
they were under new
management.

The second permanent
picture show, following the
closing of the one men-
tioned, opened in the cust
half of the MeCarty
building. that portion of the
building now occupied by
the MeDonald cleaning and
pressing shof.

After a time it too, gave
up the ghosi, and it was
then that the first open air
picture show was started
“The Airdome.” & walled
enclosure without top on
the lot next to the C.W.
Bentley home. The
proprietor of this show, as
evoler weather came on and
his sttendance grew
lighter, =old the business to
W.A. Moore, who was
siation agent at the
Southern Pacific depot.

Mrs. Moore and her sons
operated the show for
several years, making of it
the first real successfol
moving picture show for the
town of Eagle Laké. Imstead
of the open show, Mr.

Moore erected a building an -

the lot where the C.K.
Brodhage garage is now, a
building with a top and side
walls, that could be let
down in summer weather —
and it was known as the

ted especially for picture
show and for »
while two pieture shows
al the same time,
without sulficient
patronage at both for one
ure show. And “twas"

to the present building
where he continued Lhe
name of “The Dixie"”
theaire, The old airdome

« Establishment of a dingto Padlette Klockmas, apply for grants and te

low-interest loan io
ansist in relurbishing the
buildings in the downtown

» Establishment of &
community museum to
plm:r the ilnuu and
eult Eagle Lake.

--I:aulnuﬂu ul the

mumm

e "H :

lg&&ﬂlﬁ

coordinator for the
rﬂiulinl.hn effarts.

To sccomplish the goals,
funds are needed for nd:
projects as the historieal
and Ilnu:tuul w.ru_u
which are needed
lor most puu lud
m:

“.I.

nﬂnl

e

m-nh
application.

l.hrﬂrﬂﬂ

many mooths
-t.hulhiﬁ rat visible
signs of success comes in
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remained on the corner for
& long time, and for several
vears was used by R.B.
Davis as a garage building,
which was known as the
E.T. Garage.

Following Mr. Moore's
redirement from the picture
show, the show was con-
tinued at the present stand
under varisus manigemen-
ts, J.D. Baker, Dan
Canares, and others whose

reflections — a lovely drop
eurtain of rich maroon — a
sereen nestling amid a
bower of hbisck wvelour
draperies — louches of soft
red, sparingly used —
Maroon draperies hanging
gracefully f(rom , wall
paneled windows —
displaying eolors of
brightest gold — soft
reflections of rainbow hues
from a flood of hidden lights

names we do not recall now, . — 3 Spanish design of

until purchased by Charles
McLellan, who built the
show up to a higher stan-
dard and gave Eagle Lake
the best picture show that
the town had ever had.
Then came Carl Milents
and Mart Cole who pur
chased the Melellan show
known as the Rex Theatre
and who have continued to
operate Lhe business, but as
Eagle Lake grew and
became & better town, they
saw into the future — the
netd for a greater and bet
ter theatre, and in the

apening here on next
Monday night of “"The
Avalon,” their dreams of a

theatre beauliful will have
been realized.
Headlines trom the Head-

light

Avalon will have
gorgeous and spectacular
opening on Monday — New
Theatre's Opening to be
Gala Event, with all talking
[eature picture, an all-
talking comedy, screen
sound novelties, stage
novelties and music by a full
pit dance orchestra

The interior ol the show
house is & dream — its
dl:nrll.:uxu are of a soft

an elsborate electrical ef

feet and give beautiful

_ntin'npnln.

master decorators — the
Awvalon!

See and hear Richard
Barthelmess in “Young
Nowhere”

Until further notice from
the management is made,
talking pictures will be run
regularly on Sunday and
Monday nights and .on
Thursday and Friday night-
5. (n all other nights silent
pictures will be given with
sound effects

The Awvalon is providing
both the lilm and disc
methods of reproducing,
but for the present will
operate by the dise method.

A large pedestal stands
at each of the lwo new
motion pictore machines in
the operator’s booth. On

“each of these stands is the

revolving dise, which is
operated by the same elee
trical current that propels
the film machines. Rs the
film machine revolves the
talking dise, the sound is
carried an wires encased in
the wall of the Avalon
building to the seresn,
which is of Sea lsland cot-
ton, with thousands of tiny
holes, and stretehed

in its frame, by the loud
speakers that  sound

The financial institutions
of the ares have played an
important part in the
growth of Eagle Lake, and
the central figure since the

tmnﬂ.hmtwyﬂpcﬂ
ago has been Lhe Firs

National Bank of Eagle
Lake.
The strength of the bank

ean be measured by two i

factors, its persoonel and
its growth in deposits. Both
have mirrored the strength

of Eagle Lake, reprinted
from the Tith anniverary
annual repoart.

During the latter part of
1903 five Eagle Lake
businessmen decided to ap
ply for & charter and
organize the First Natjonal
Bank of Eagle Lake, Texas.
Although the charier was
not granted until December
d0. 1904, the first puhblie
natice pertaining to the
bank was an article ap
pearing in the Eagle Lake

ol the community. For in-
stance, in 1040, the bank
listed deposits at just over
$887.000, but ten years
later, grew more than six
times to more than §5.2

hrlhdlpwlulﬂdﬂul-
than $10.7 million
1970, but only another
five years to double again
were |isted

In the last sight years,
growih has continued, with
its now listed at $41.1

Lake community, up-uinnr
with its subsidiary eom-
m_r Rice Country Capital,
That organization’s sole
purpose s te provide
eapital necessary for
growth of local businesses,

As & mattier of [set, mont
real estate, business and
agriculgural financing in

is done by the
First National Bank.

For instance, current and
recent projects receiving
bank assistanee (nelude:

Development
of more than 30 residences;

Kevin Court Apartments;
Solar Hills Apartments;

City_of Eagle Lake
treatment plant; Little

League Park and cop
cesnion [acilitios: Eagle
Lake Community Center,
and Eagle Lake Fire
Department for  its

Life equipment.
Many of the bank's e
ployes belong 16 and sup-

port many of Cthe
arganizations in the com-
munity. Wiliam H.

Harrison, Jr., is & member
and past president of the

Ratary Club, past president
of the Calorade Counly
Fair, viee president of the
United Way. and a director
of the Eagle Lake Industrial
Foundation and the
Revitalization Committee,
Travis Wegenholt s a
member of the Egale Lake
Liona Clob snd its [ormer
secreiary and treasurer,
manager of the Eagle Lake
Industrial Foundation, and

the New Town Waler

Thursday. April 21. 1983, The Headlight, Poge 3

Strength of First National Bank mirror of community growth

System. Sam Thomson is a
member of Rotary Club,
Eari Hodgers also is a
member of Rotary and o
the VFW; Case Hollub is »
Liona Club Member, and
Harbara Miller is » member
of the Ladies Auxiliary of

the Eagle Lake Fire
Depart ment
As the community

celebrates its first festival

Bank built its strength through city’s history

Headlight on December 25,
1903, reading as follows:

“The Newsome corner lot
where Abe Beake's barber-
shop now stands was sold
yesterday to W, T. Eldridge
for a consideration of $3,250
which is the highest price
yet paid for Eagle Lake
properly. We are informed
that a two story brick
buflding whieh will be vaed
for & bank will be erected on
the lot ms soon as the

present  building i3
r-rmmred."
Mr. Eldridge. B. L.

Aiming for

Another OrganiEation
working for the im-
provement of the financial
aspeeis of the area is the
Eagle Lake Industrial
Foundation, Inc., which was
chartered under Texas law
in the fall of 1980.

[n the 1wo and a halfl
ypars since it has hesn In
existence, the non prb'rll.
organizalion has signed a
cantract to purchase ap:
proximately 50 acres of land
on the eastern edge ol
Eagle Lake, along FM 3013

The foundation, like
others in many cities of
Texas, is in the business of
finding companies that are
in need of new or additional
locations, then selling them
on moving here. Officers ol
the foundation are not paid.

It isn't an easy job, in
today’s economy, according
to several members of the
foundation. Loan rates in
the past several years have
been somewhat prohibitive
o young and growing com-
panies. Now that those

Vineyard, A. M. Waugh,
Charles Davis and G. W.
Deaton .were Lhe incor-
porators, and at the initial
meeting of shareholders,
Charles Davis was elected
president. He resigned the
first day so that William
Green, a banker. with
unlimited energy and
preserverance from Shiner,
Texas, could be named ac
tive president of the bank.

The first call report by
the Comptroller of the
Curreney came after only
eleven days of operation. It

sthowed Capital Stoek ol
$26,000 and deposits of
§7.348 with total assets of
$35,872. At the end of the
first year the bank showed
& profit of $2,152.56.

J. J. Whatley succeeded

Green as president on

October 30, 1906 Shortly, sposssce--decls - secus-Jor

after his resignation, Green
and M. E. Guyon the bank's
eashier, along with others,
opened a state-chartered
bhank in Eagle Lake with
which First National eom-
peted during the early
¥ears

The

famous “"money

panic” of 1907, which put
many banks into bankrupt
c¥,- prompted  First
Natlonal's board to adopt a
resolution refusing the
payment of cash..“on any
check or checks of any one
individual, firm; or #ar

mare than Ten [wilars in
one diy and not to
Forty Deollars in

wWerk
]

On January 4, 1909, the
hra‘.l‘lnm:ﬁ of a long and
lustrious banking earesr
with The First National

exceod
eaeh

employment

rates have eased. Lthe
gconomic <climate has
slowed business, causing a
wiil and sae attitude.

The land under contract
to the foundation is boun-
ded by Prairie St., FM 3013,
and the railroad tracts.

There is interest in about
five of the acres for an
apartment complex, but
there has been no other in
terested prospects.

The floundation here
works with the Texas
Industrial Commission and

the lndustrial Division of
Central Power ang Light, in
locating prospects. Those
organizations provide in
lormation aboul the area
and possible industrial
locations. It is up to mem-
bers of the local foundation
to provide further infor

mation to prospects.

Another  organization,
The Colorado County
Industrial Foundation, can
lend sssistance also, by
issuing Ltax-free bonds for a

Festival logo designed by Troy Corman

Troy Corman, son of Mr
& Mrs. Wayne Corman, was
selected as the winner of
Lhe *Logo Contest” in which
Mrs. Henge's art students
were asked to participate
by the Festival Committee.

Troy is a senior at Rice

majoring in advertising in
college. In addition to his

art Troy has been active in
both feotball and baseball.
Troy and his lamily are
I'I'II"IIIbII‘I of the Lissic
s e
n hiw Toy a
star denoting Eagle Lake
inside of Texas. He sym
bolized four major aspects
of the community by using a
Lractor to represent (ar
ming, rice fo represent
Eagle Lake's major crop, an
Eagle to represent the

the form of parks, a low in-
terest loan pool or & land:
lmlud city square, the

.-l'ﬂﬂl.ﬂl

Study CI b
. lelglyl'y :

High-Seboal in_his third
year of art and plans oo

uw Association

of University Women
Eagle Lake Branch

Legend of the Lake, and
geese Lo represent the
Chamber's elaim Lo fame for
Eagle Lake as "Goose
Hunting Capitol of the
World.”

The slogan “Eagle Lake,
Tuu — A Gwd Fluu to

aNer art m but was
picked by the Festival
Committee judges to go
along with the artistie
design by Troy,

Troy  received - no
monetary recognition for
this wonderful contribution
to the festival and
Revitalize Eagle Lake, Inc.
However, we would like to
say that many people in the
community are very proud
ol his contribution and it
will be » lasting tribute to
the talents and involvement
of the young: peaple of
Eagle Lake, Texas.

Amencan

company locating here, so i
ean raise money for the
miive

surh honds offer a small
financial advantage to the
company, because the in
Léreal ralis rcan be
saomewhat lower since Lhey
are tax free to the pur
rhasep

The [oundation aims Lo
lneate businesses that will
mave here, to provide em
I’.llu:l.'?I‘l.-l"l'H. for residents. As
employment in the com
munity inereases, the spen
ding power of the com
munity inereéases alan,
financing residents and
businesses here

This wesk, the [oun
dation is scheduled to have
its annual membership
meeting. Metmbership in
the [undation costs $100

According to the by laws
of the foundatwn, “No
dividend shall "ever be
declared or paid from the
profits of the corporation
but any and all prefiis ac
cruing or earned shall be
placed in a surplus fund to
be used in the furtherance
of the purposes and objec
tives of the corporation.”

The by laws also state
that should the foundation
be disolved, the earnings,
SUMS or property [n excess
of investad capital shall be
distributed 1o  such
charitable or non-profit
organizations as the board
of directors may deem

proper.

began with the hiring of W
E. Lenhart as Assistant

Cashier
On December 23, 1913,
the U, 5. Congress ap
proved Lthe Federal Heserve
Act and required all
National Banks ta join
Arcordingly. on August s,
1914, the bank requesiyd
membership Th
National Assorciation ol
Houstan
Fux Stephens replaced J
J. Whatley as President in
January, 1916, Whatley
enntinued 1o serve as Viee
President. Stephens was
followed by Frank Stephens
as President from 1918 1
1920, whereupon W, 5
Strickland Bevrame
Preygident
The American Rire
LrfOwers ".'L'-Hl-lqr W Rl e
start n F'-l-#h Lake n [53]
when the hank s Board
apreed Lo allow each (armer
to allocate 5 rents per
barrel from their maor
tigaged rice in order Lo joi
To this dav the bank works
WY "5'|¥|".|'| itk “ihe s
office” in handling several
million dollars @ paymes
and distributions annually
o our area riee [armers
A was eustnmary in Lhe
[8W's. The Firmt MNational
Bank issued iLls w
currency which was bieked
by bonds pledged Lo the |
8. Treasury. Howeer
1915 it wad deemed
besl interesl of the hank 1
retire the currens il
circalation. An "nlarged
sngraving of one of thes
ebrly Billk ! e
i olfpeEs Dieday
O p
W & klas I
rving ] 1
reside 4
vears. He was su
Wm. E. Lenhart wh
¢d wexar 1
However, Lenhar
i Assistant Uashises
Chairman ol the Boderd. and
then Honorary Uharman
-p.]'..'n--.' 56 vearsof faithf
SEryIve
A “banker s dream came
iree in June. 1344 when the
p'!‘ru-u-h"i' PRt asdd Fy
buard (hEal npone M
bank = Joans wers past due
With the help of a
nrrespondenl Bang Fira
Navional made (Ls7 larges

MOVINGAHEAD
IN’3.

oan sver in 1954 to finanee

the construction of the

Eagle Lake Rire Dryer

[he amaount was $147 000

barely enough ta put in a

rice prop in today & dollars

l.",: Bt e “odd gave way

. W A plans Wers

i replace and
*-#M

K Lhe _narth

Fie 1 b% |.' ps atore

was purchased and today s

modern struet ure was built

Frnanswen a 1970 Loadk in

hiath the drugstore and

theater bulldings to the

ng M - e

i1y té additional work

P v-up
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organiged under Lhe
suspices of the
Revitalization Commitiee,
the bank siands ready Lo
suppori the committes’s
purpose: that of providing
a central organizalien
designed Lo improve the
business climate here, as
well as improve (he
physical image of the com
munit y

(erge H. Crane becams
President following W, E
Lenhart. He served for
three Years and wa
replaced in 1063 by Wm_ H
]'[J.Tf":'ulr_ whao relyred
mare than
17 vear of serviee whieh

saw Lhe hark grow from §7

Jilv 1979 aher

QU T T $0 madiian

Patal |.
[huring L& T T T 1,
lifetime. The First National

Bank of Eagle Lak# his on

prred varving degrees of
sgcteds And prosperiLwv
Like 1he majestic Oaks
Ly i, TTVIT t
he e r T
- ime  (isLune
fid 0 hapeiu ar
4 d LE i AR
& VI Py . has B d
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Congratulations
to the
Festival Committee
fora
Job Well Done! |

Rice
Industries, Inc.

Supports the etforts of all

persons involved in

Revitalize Eagle Lake, Inc

Our Pledge To

~ Progress. ..

| Con_ﬁnued strong support
of Eagle Lake and its

future efforts!

Lake, Ine. 8 & non-profit
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