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Legend of Eagle Lake Site of Forris 1912 has hotel history 

Thit it rcpriated from « 
Chaaiber of Commcrco 
puipUet, which reprintod 
it from the Moniiii( Star 
Houston, 1836 Vol. 1,110. M. 

Eagle Lalie is > beautiful 
sheet of water, about seven 
miles in circumference, and 
is connected by a bayou 
bearing the same name — a 
kind of outlet with the 
Colorado. The body of land 
through which Eagle Lake 
passes may be said to be 
without exception the most 
fertile in the world. Besides 
its qualities of unsurpassed 
fruitfulness there is no part 
of the known western 
hemisphere where the 
common grape grows so 
abundantly or abounds so 
spontaneously. 

A large sycamore tree is 
shown on the west shore of 
the lake where a l̂ arge 
eagle, the Falco 
Washingtonia, built her 

nest. The remains of the 
nest are there, consisting of 
the branches of trees and 
tufts of graas, which hang 
fully 110 feet from the sur­
face of the earth below. The 
bird was called by the 
inhabitants of the country 
the king eagle, and its nest 
was considered inac-
cessable. The "king eagle's 
nest" and "eagle's water 
wave" were proverbial 
phrases with the various 
tribee of Indians in western 
Texas. 

The daughter of an 
Indian chief — a beautiful 
dark eyed girl — was wooed 
by two young warriors of 
equal pretentions to con­
sideration amohg the 
Indians. Each was anxious 
to obtain the hand of the 
fawn-like damsel of the 
wooids, knd each 'n|^^|ritt| 
loved with ail the ardor ima 
fervancy, simplicity and 
sincerity, of a rude youth of 

the forest. To say which 
should become the husband 
of his daughter was a great 
perplexity to the mind of 
the maiden's father. He had 
his political interests to 
strengthen and his views to 
carry out as have greater 
men in greater nations. 
After many cogitations he 
resolved upon the following, 
plan by which the suitors 
themselves could give a 
decision. 

It was in the summer 
season and the "great 
eagle" had hatched her 
young. The old Chiefs plan 
was no more nor less thifii 
that the young man of the 
two in question who could 
bring him the young eaglets 
alive, by a certain time, 
without cutting down the 
tree, should have his 

"^ufbter. The proposition 
' was accepted, andHhe-rival 

lovers sent out to procure, 
if possible, the young 

eaglets. Each prepared 
himself with a rawhide rope 
to throw over some limbs of 
the tree, which could be 
fastened and facilitate the 
ascent. They both arrived 
along and about the same 
time at the king eagle's 
tree. 

Each had precisely the 
other's means to come at 
the young eagles, and the 
other's means seemed to 
each so sure to succeed that 
neither would consent for 
the other to make the first 
attempt: whereupon rose a 
dispute, a quarrel and a 
fight, which terminated in 
the immediate death of one, 
and the infliction of mortal 
wounds on the other, who 
died a few days after the 
combat upon the spot 
where they fought, being 
unable from debility to 

Meantime, Ine maidien, 
becoming anxious for their 

return, and apprehending 
some such catastrophe, 
seized he^ father's spear, 
and hastened to the place. 
She arrived there in the af­
ternoon on the day on which 
the last of the two lovers 
breathed his last. Frantic 
with frenzy and dispair, she 
plunged the lance into her 
breast and died as she had 
always lived, in the 
language of the Indians who 
related the story, "the wife 
of no one." 

Ever afterwards, the 
spot was regarded with 
superstitious veneration by 
every tribe of Indians to 
whom was related the 
hapless story. One in every 
seven moons the young men 
and maidens assembled to 
consecrate the spot and 
each time they erected a 
cenotaph of flowers to their 

niSrfeal̂ fe-*La«e'«*Jk^*fc 
name by which it is ImowB 
and will ever be. 

A brief history of City of Eagle Lake 
This brief history of Ê agle 

Lake is reprinted from a 
Chamber of Cojpmerce 
pamphlet: 

William Little and 
Charles Beard, two of 
Stephen F. Austin's 
colonists who helped build 
the Fort settlement on the 
Brazos River, camped on 
the shores of the lake now 
known as "Eagle Lake" in 
1821. They killed an eagle 
there, and from that time 
referred to the spot as 
Eagle Lake. 

• . In a letter from Austin to 
James Cummins, Alcalde of 
the Colorado District, dated 
May 4, 1824. Austin 
referred to the "Colorado 
District above Eagle Lake." 

Eagle Lake's history 
stretches back to the time 
when the vast prairies were 
covered by tall grasses, 
wild flowers and wild game 
in abundance. The 
Karankawa Indians were 
known to have roamed 
h^re, fishing the lake,<and 
both eating the alligators 
and using the grease from 
them to afford a repellent 
from the mosquitoes. 

Legends have grown up 
around the presence of the 
Indians, and the earliest 
know version of "The 
Legend of the Lake" was 
printed in the "Morning 
Star," Houston, June 13, 
1839, which in turn was 
reprinted by the "Richmond 
Telescope." It is a romantic 
tale of two ill fated lovers 
beside the waters of the 
lake. 

The original Austin Land 
Grant was approved April 
12. 1823, and in 1824 lands 
along the east side of the 
Colorado River were 
quickly claimed. The 
original grantees were 
Rawson. Alley, Gabriel 
Straw Snider, A.W.McLain 
and J. W. McNair, James J. 
Tioss, "Jiines "Nelson, C.C 
Dyer, Thomas Cartwright 
and Andrew Rabb. In 1831 
Patrick Reels was granted 
land on the lake. 

In 1836 the Montgomery 
and Thatcher families 
arrived and settled on the 
Cartwright and Dyer 
Leagues. John Matthews 
claimed the James Nelson 
League in 1828. Angus 
McNeill bought the Ross 
League in 1844 and C.C. 
Herbert purchased the land 
of James^. McNair in 1845. 
These families all prospered 
on the fertile river bottom 
land. The principle crops 
were cowon, corn and some 

and edited a small 
newspaper, "The Canoe." 
He was elected County 
Judge of Colorado county in 
1888 and issued the order of 
incorporation of Eagle Lake 
on September 12, 1888. 

Capt. J.W. McCarty was 
the first mayor, and W.T. 
Eldridge, later founder of 
Sugar Land Industries, was 
the first city marshall. 
Capt. William Dunovant, a 
cotton planter and grower 
and miller of sugar cane, in­
troduced rice growing into 
the area in the loiver lake in 
1898. Thereafter shallow 
wells, and a system that 
employs water pumped 
from the Colorado River to 
the lake and then into 

canals, irrigated the rice. 
The lake has been a 

recreation spot for many 
years. At one time a 
pavillion was built over the 
lake where "balls" were 
held. In 1920 the lake was 
leased by the Eagle Lake 
Rod and Gun Club with a 
membership of very 
prominent Houston men 
that continues to the 
present time. In 1918 and 
1919 the lake was a training 
point for airmen from 
Ellington Air Force Base, 
the lake serving as a bom­
bing target. 

Eagle Lake has long been 
a shipping center. At one 
time there were three rail 
lines serving the area. 

F̂oday, oil, cattle, rice and 
sand and gravel shipments 
make Eagle Lake ,the 
second largest point of ton 
nage shipped on the 
Southern Pacific between 
San Francisco and New 
Orleans. 

Amateur theatrics l)egan 
here in 1923 with the 
Komus Klub. Out of this 
grew the Little Theater, 
the second after Dallas, 
organized in Texas. 

Women's Study groups 
have been active since 1909. 
In 1919 the present Study 
Club organized and suppor­
ted a library that only 
recently received city and 
county aid. In 1975 a new 
$150,000 library, the Eula 

The present structure 
was erected as The Hotel 
Dallas in 1912 on the town 
square comer where Eagle 
Lake began in 1857. It was 
built on the site of an earlier 
cowboy-stage stop hotel 
known as The Good Hotel. 
Thus Eagle Lake has had a 
hotel on the present site 
since the late 1850's. 

When the Hotel Dallas 
was completed it was the 
epitome of everything great 
that one could expect to 
find in rural Texas. 
Designed by architect A.E. 
Barnes of the firm of 
Sanguinet, Stats & Barnes 
of Houston, it was hailed by 
many as the finest small 
town hotel in the statfe. The 
hotel flourished until the 
depression of the 1930's. As 
the decades marched on the 
large brick hotel on the 
town square declined until 
it was in a state of pitiful 
disrepair. 
^ijuring the early years of 
the 20th century. Eagle 
Lake enjoyed a rare small 
town advantage because 
three railroad lines con­
verged within the town's 
limits, thus creating an 
abundance of travelers and 

drummers (peddlers) 
causing the hotel business 
to boom. As many as eight 
hotels vied for the 
patronage of these 
travelers. Today only The 
Farris remains to carry on 
the country inn tradition of 
welcoming the travel weary 
with warm hospitality, bed 
and tx»ard. 

William and Helyn Farris 
purchased the old hotel in 
December 1974. The struc 
ture was re-christened "The 
Farris 1912" because the 
hotel corner where Eagle 
Lake began ' had 
traditionally carried the 
name of the proprietor and 
because 1912 was indeed 
Eagle Lake's golden era. 

The Farris family 
carefully completed the in­
terior restoration over a 
period of several years with 
overnight guests finally 
being welcomed into the 
building late in 1977. 

Today the old hotel 
sparkes by day and glows 
by night. Its gardens, public 
rooms and parlors afford 
large and comfortable areas 
for dining, relaxing and 
shopping. The second floor 
accomodates sixteen char­

ming bedrooms as well as a 
huge mezzanine. 

Throughout The Farris 
1912 the charm of Victorian 
and tum-of-the-century an­
tiques make every room, • 
nook and cranny a point of 
interest. Livable, comfor­
table furnishings coupled 
with dramatic use of color 
create a warm, hospitable 
atmosphere throughout the 
public areas as well as the 
guest rooms. 

The I920's vintage guest 
house, located within the 
hotel courtyard, provides a 
motor unit for those guests 
who prefer at door parking 
or ground floor rooms. 

The Farris 1912 and the 
stories of its restoration, 
furnishings , food, 
hospitality, proprietors and 
notable guests have been 
featured in numerous 
publications, newpapers, 
books and television in 
s ta t ewide , regional, 
national and international 
coverage. •• "'• 

A registered Texas 
historical landmark, the 
Farris 1912 is one of the 
earliest country inn 
restoration projects to take 
place in the state. 

and David Wintermann 
Library, was built and 
given to the city by the 
Wintermanns. 

This same year, the 
citizens raised funds mat­
ched by Hill-Burton, and a 
modern 35 bed hospital, 
debt free, was dedicated, an 
expenditure of $1.5 million. 

The growing of rice on 
the prairies surrounding 
the town has attracted a 
vast number of ducks and 
geese, and the fine hunting 
has brought many hunters 
into Eagle Lake annually. 
Also, a Prairie Chicken 
Refuge is located nearby 
and is carefully watched 
over. 

First Picture Show 
Reprinted from The Headlight of Nov 2, 1929 

Revitalizotion Committee approves 
bylaws and charter 

Last Thursday afternoon 
the Revital izat ion 
Committee met in the First 
National Bank boardroom 
to review the proposed 
charter and byfaws which 
would incorporate the com­
mittee into a non-profit 
organization. 

After reading of the 
documents and discussion 
the Committee approved 
both documents thus 
establishing Revitalize 
Eagle Lake, Inc., as a func­
tioning corporation. 

Paulette Klockman, Roy 
D. Van Nort and Robert 
Klockman were listed as 
the original incorporators in 
the charterr"FHTst year 
Board of Directors will be 
as follows: City of Eagle 
Lake, Robert Xlockman; 
Industrial Fouiidation, Bill 
Harrison, Jr.: Chamber of 
Commerce, Roy D. Van 
Nort , Merchant 
Ke pi" fe is e n rrrhre r •'fcir-
Waddell; Building Owner 
Representative; Joe L. 
McCreary; Service 
Organization 
Representa t ive , Elfe 
Thomas: Black Community 
Representa t ive , A.J. 
Wil l iams: Mexican 
American Community 
Representative, Virginia 
Duarte, and two "at-large" 
positions to be held by Eula 
Wintermann and Paulette 
Klockman. 

Revitalize Eagle Lake, 
Inc. has been organized to 

represent tfiKmany varied 
interests of the citizens and 
businesses of the com­
munity. It was not designed 
to take the place of the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Industrial Foundation or 
any other functioning group 
but to supply support and 
assistance to these groups 
and take on the tasks which 
were not already outlined 
for other organizations, 
such as parks and 
recreation and low-interest 
loans for those desiring to 
refurbish buildings in the 
downtown area. 

Within the bylaws 
provisions for membership 
in Revitalize Eagle Lake, 
Inc. state that anyone who 
is interested in furthering 
the efforts of the 
Corporation in any area 
may become a member. At 
Thursday's meeting the 
committee decided to set 
first •)[««» dues at 15 And la 
sell memberships in the 
Corporation at the "Come 
April Fest." The member 
ship dues are a tax deduc­
tible donation. 

An annual meeting will 
be held each year at which 
time new directors will be 
elected. 

Standing Committees of 
Revitalize Eagle Lake, Inc. 
are outlined as follows: 

• The Ways and Means 
Committee shall be respon­
sible for establishing an an­
nual budget to facilitate the 

work of the Corporation 
and its committees, in­
cluding an estimate of thfi 
annual income of the' 
Corporation from dues, 
projects, gifts, and other 
sources. In addition the 
Committee shall suggest 
fund raising projects. The 
Treasurer of the 
Corporation shall be 
•Chairman of the 
Committee. 

• The Government 
Liaison Cominitlee shall be 
responsible for matters 
pertaining to legislation and 
government cooperation. 

• The Beautification 
Committee shall be respon 
sible for providing research 
and planning for the pur 
pose of providing a more 
attractive and inviting ap­
pearance within the com­
munity and after approval 
by the Board of Directors 
shall be responsible for im 
plementing such. 
- •.,.Th.e ParJis ..and 
Recreation Committee shall 
be responsibWor providing 
research and planning for 
the purpose of establishing 
a comprehensive 
recreational program for 
the community of Eagle 
Lake and after approval of 
the Board of Dirctors shall 
be responsible for im­
plementing such. 

• The Special Events 
Committee shall be respon­
sible for planning and im 
plementing such functions 
as may be deemed 
necessary by ihi Board of 

Directors for activities to 
include fund raising, 
business promotion and the 
promotion of Eagle Lake as 
a community and after ap­
proval of the Board of 
Directors shall be respon 
sible for implementing 
such. 

• The Museum 
Committee shall be respon­
sible for the development 
and review of a means by 
which items of historical or 
cultural value may be 
preserved and displayed in 
the interest of the com­
munity and after approval 
by the Board of Directors 
shall implement such. 

• The Business Liaison 
Committee shall be respon­
sible for matters pertaining 
to the integration of large 
business into the goals and 
efforts of the revitalization 
effort. 

• Other standing com-
xaUt€psjy[e the Publicity 
Committee, Membership 
Committee and the 
Nominating Committee. 

On April 28 the Board of 
Directors will meet to elect 
officers and review the 
results of the "Come April 
Fest." If enough money has 
been raised, plans will be 
implemented to hire an ar­
chitect for the surveys 
which are necessary to ap­
ply for UDAG and historic 
grants to establish the 
low-interest loans and boost 
other projects already 
enumerated. 

Eagle Lake's first picture 
show was in the building 
lately occupied by the L.A. 
Solomon store. Picture 
shows in Eagle Lake of the 
earlier days, remained but 
comparat ively short 
durations under the same 
managements — they came 
— they -apparently 
flourished for a time — and 
they were under new 
management. 

The second permanent 
picture show, following the 
closing of the one men­
tioned, opened in the east 
half of the McCarty 
building, that portion of the 
building now occupied by 
the McDonald cleaning and 
pressing shop. 

After a time it too, gave 
up the ghost, and it was 
then that the first open air 
picture show was started. 
"The Airdome," a walled 
enclosure without top on 
the lot next to the C.W. 
Bentley home. The 
proprietor of this show, as 
cooler weather came on and 
his attendance grew 
lighter, sold the business to 
W.A. Moore, who was 
station agent at the 
Southern Pacific depot. 

Mrs. Moore and her sons 
operated the show for 
several years, making of it 
the first real successful 
moving picture show for the 
town of Eagle Lake. Iirstead 
of the open show, Mr. 
Moore erected a building on 
the lot where the C.K. 
Brodhage garage is now, a 
building with a top and side 
walls, that could be let 
down in summer weather — 
and it was known as the 
"Dixie." 

—Latsr-th* pxeseot Jiex 
Theatre building was erec­
ted especially for picture 
show purposes, and for a 
while two picture shows 
operated at the same time, 
without suff icient 
patronage at both for one 
picture show. And "twas" 
then that Mr. Moore bought 
out his competitors, moving 
to the present building 
where he continued the 
name of "The Dixie" 
theatre. The old airdome 

remained on the comer for 
a long time, and for several 
years was used by R.B. 
Davis as a garage building, 
which was known as the 
K.T. Garage. 

Following Mr. Moore's 
reiirement from the picture 
show, the show was con­
tinued at the present stand 
under various managemen­
ts, J.D. Baker, Dan 
Canares, and others whose 
names we do not recall now,o 
until purchased by Charles 
McLellan, who built the 
show up to a higher stan­
dard and gave Eagle Lake 
the best picture show that 
the town had ever had. 

Then came Carl Milentz 
and Mart Cole who pur 
chased the McLellan show 
known as the Rex Theatre 
and who have continued to 
operate the business, but as 
Eagle Lake grew and 
became a better town, they 
saw into the future — the 
need for a greater and bet­
ter theatre, an^ in the 
opening here on next 
Monday night of "The 
Avalon," their dreams of a 
theatre beautiful will have 
been realized. 

Headlines from the Head­
light 

Avalon will have 
gorgeous and spectacular 
opening on Monday — New 
Theatre's Opening to be 
Gala Event, with all talking 
feature picture, an all-
talking comedy, screen 
sound novelties, stage 
novelties and music by a full 
pit dance orchestra. 

The interior of the show 
house is a dream — its 
decorations are of a soft 
blending Jpvlinesŝ ;̂;;;̂ ostly 
velour curtains — severaT 
will swing open to display 
an elaborate electrical ef­
fect and give beautiful 

reflections — a lovely drop 
curtain of rich maroon — a 
screen nestling amid a 
bower of black velour 
draperies — touches of soft 
red, sparingly used — 
Maroon draperies hanging 
gracefully from » wall-
paneled windows — 
displaying colors of 
brightest gold — soft 
reflections of rainbow hues 
from a flood of hidden lights 

—̂ a Spanish design of 
master decorators — the 
Avalon! 

See and hear Richard 
Barthelmess in "Young 
Nowhere" 

Until further notice from 
the management is made, 
talking pictures will be run 
regularly on Sunday and 
Monday nights and on 
Thursday and Friday night-
s. On all other nights silent 
pictures will be given with 
sound effects. 

The Avalon is providing 
both the film and disc 
methods of reproducing, 
but for the present will 
operate by the disc method. 

A large pedestal stands 
at each of the two new 
motion picture machines in 
the operator's booth. On 

''each of these stands is the 
revolving disc, which is 
operated by the same elec­
trical current that propels 
the film machines. As the 
film machine revolves the 
talking disc, the sound is 
carried on wires encased in 
the wall of the Avalon 
building to the screen, 
which is of Sea Island cot­
ton, with thousands of tiny 
holes, and stretched tightly 
in its frame, by the loud 
S£eakers that sound 
automatically rrg1il'T)e!hihd 
the screen. 

And that's what makes 
the movies talk! 

~»tigar ranr. 
Gamaliel Good, his wife 

and his three sons were the 
first known settlers in the 
community of Eagle Lake. 
By 1855 he had built a story 
and a half log cabin near the 
lake. He owned a stage 
coach which was driven by 
his son James B. Good, from 
Houston to San Antonio. 
The Harmon Tracy family 
settled here at this early 
time also. 

devitalization documents sent to state 

In 1856 Gamaliel Good 
puchased 2300 acre* out ot 
the Patrick Reel* lands, and 
with D.W.C. ilarris, a part 
purchaser. • townsite'- was 
designated. In 1859 Texas' 

«t railroad, the Buffalo, ^^M^. 

After many weeks of 
preparation the documents 
which will incorporate and 
make the Revitalization 
Committee a non profit 
organization have been ap­
proved by the'committee 
and sent to State officials. 

These documents will 
make it possible for the 
committee to become an 
wrganitBtiew whieh san ap 
ply for and receive monies 
from various fondins sour­
ces to accomplish many of 
the goals originally set by 
mombcrs of the committee 
and citizens of the com 
jnunitj 

• Establishment of a 
low-interest loan pool to 
assist in refurbishing the 
buildings in the downtown 
area. 

• Establishment of a 
community museum to 
preserve the history and 
culture of Eagle Lake. 

• Beautification of the 
<L^iuiH»u;n « r « i «nH thi> on . 

ding to Paillette Klockman, 
coordinator for the 
revitalization efforts. 

To accomplish the goals, 
funds are needed for such 
projects as the historical 
and structural surveys 
which are needed to apply 
for most grants, seed 
money or "match money" 
for grants which are 
available such as the Urban 

apply for grants and to 
finally see the rewards of 
many months of planning. 
Whether the first visible 
signs of success comes in 

the form of parks, a k>w in­
terest loan pool or a land 
scaped city square, the 
community, as a whole, will 
benefit. Klockman said. 

• j O q i , Study Club 
I T O I • Library 

Railway reiWW. tiagle 
Lake from Harrisburg. The 
Post Coach was extended 
from Eagle Lak« to 
Matagorda. Judge J.J 
Mansfield, distinguished 
congressman tnim Tsxaa. 
began his law practice htf 

and for wiilcl 
s u b c o m m i t t e e s are 
working, include the 
following: 

• Restoration of the old 
swimming pool and the 
establishment-of a parks 
system 

trances to the community. 

• To provide a festival by 
which monies could be 
raised and the citizei}s of 
Eagle Lake could celebrate 

tjtafnfKMti'then- -wr̂ v 
l i fe- ' 
However, the committee 

has gone as far as it can on 
the original $120 which set 
up a bank account and the 
many donations of stamps, 
phones, etc., which volun 
teers have provided, accor-

Development Block Grant 
(IJDAG). and to cover the 
costs of m.aking application. 

The "Come, April Fest" 
scheduled this weekend. 
Aprfl 23 will coincide very 
well with the approval of 

Lake. Inc. as a non-profit 
organization. 

The funds which will be 
earned from the festival can 
make a good beginning ac­
count for the eommittee tor 
take the stops Baeaasary to 

The first library in Eagle 
Lake was formed by the 
Study ClMb in 1931 with 
books the ladies had on 
hand at home It has been 
located many places since 
its beginning — over the old 
fire, station, in the Norris 
Building and in the small 

was its first pvrinanent 
home. 

In*1975 Eula and David 
Wintermann built the 
current library, which 
would be an asset to any 
eoomunity. At that time it 

oecame a part oi the Texas 
Library system. In 1982 
ihei-e wti k c^niideribie 
addition to the library. 

The Study Club is a 
major supporter of the 
librjiry. During t̂ ie summer 
months the library sponsors 
a wonderful program for 

LjKhich deve. 

being a major source 
summer entertainment. 

Eagle Lake should indeed 
be proud of the contribution 
the Eula and David 
Wintermann library makes 
to the community. ' 

Compliments 

of a 

Friend 

Thursday, April 21, 1983, ThmH9adllghf. Pog«3 

Strength oi First National Bank mirror ot community growth 
The financial institutions 

of the area have played an 
important part in the 
growth of Eagle Lake, and 
the central figure since the 
turn of the century 80 years 
ago has been the First 
National Bank of Eagle 
Uke. 

The strength of the bank 
can be measured by two 
factors, its personnel and 
its growth in deposits. Both 
have mirrored the strength 

of the community. For in­
stance, in 1940, the bank 
listed deposits at just over 
$887,000. but ten years 
later, grew more than six 
times to more than $5.2 
million. 

It took two more decades 
for the deposits to double, 
to more than $10.7 million 
in 1970, but only another 
five years to double again 
when deposits were listed 
at $20.6 million. 

In the last eight years, 
growth has continued, with 
deposits now listed at $41.1 
million, double again. 

With such strength, the 
bank is truly a source of 
local support for the Eagle 
Lake community, especially 
with its subsidiary com 
pany. Rice Country Capital, 
Inc. That organization's sole 
purpose is to provide 
capital necessary for 
growth of local businesses. 

As a matter of fact, most 
real estate, business and 
agricultural financing in 
Eagle Lake is done by the 
First National Bank. 

For instance, current and 
recent projects receiving 
bank assistance include: 

Trendmark Development 
of more than 30 residences; 
Kevin Court Apartments; 
Solar Hills Apartments: 
Cit](̂ ôf Eagle Lake sewage 
treahn^ht plant; Little 

League Park and con 
cession facilities: Eagle 
Lake Community Center, 
and Eagle Lake Fire 
Department for its 
emergency van and Jaws of 
Life equipment. 

Many of the bank's em 
ployes belong to and sup­
port many of the 
organizations in the com 
munity. Wiliam H. 
Harrison, Jr., is a member 
and past president of the 

Rotary Club, past president 
of the Colorado County 
Fair, vice president of the 
United Way, and a director 
of the Eagle Lake Industrial 
Foundation and the 
Revitalization Committee. 

Travis Wegenhoftus a 
member of the Egale Lake 
Lions Club and its former 
secretary and treasurer, 
manager of the Eagle Lake 
Industrial Foundation, and 
the New Town Water 

System. Sam Thomson is a 
member of Rotary Club, 
F.arl Rodgers also is a 
member of Rotary and of 
the VFW: Case Hollub is a 
Lions Club Member, and 
Barbara Miller is a member 
of the I.Adies Auxiliary of 
the Eagle Lake Fire 
Department. 

As the community 
'•elebrates its first festival 

organized under the 
auspices of the 
Revitalization Committee, 
the bank stands ready to 
support the committee's 
purpose: that of providing 
a central organization 
designed to improve the 
business climate here, as 
well as improve the 
physical image of the com 
munity. 

Bank built its strength through city's history 
The foUowing is a history 

of the First National Bank 
of Eagle Lake, reprinted 
from the 75th anniverary 
annual report. 

Headlight on December 25, 
1903, reading as follows: 

"The Newsome comer lot 
where Abe Beake's barber­
shop now stands was sold 

During the latter part of yesterday to W. T. Eldridge 
1903 five Eagle Lake for a consideration of $3,250 
businessmen decided to ap­
ply for a charter and 
organize the First National 
Bank of Eagle Lake, Texas. 
Although the charter was 
not granted until December 
30, 1904, the first public 
notice pertaining to the 
bank was an article ap­
pearing in the Eagle Lake 

which is "the Jiighest price 
yet paid for Eagle Lake 
property. We are informed 
that a two story brick 
building which will be used 
for a bank will be erected on 
the lot as soon as the 
present building is 
removed." 

Mr. Eldridge, B. L. 

Vineyard, A. M. Waugh, 
Charles Davis and G. W. 
Dcaton -were the incor­
porators, and at the initial 
meeting of shareholders, 
Charles Davis was elected 
president. He resigned the 
first day so that William 
Green, a banker with 
unlimited energy and 
preserverance from Shiner, 
Texas, could be named ac­
tive president of the bank. 

The first call report by 
the Comptroller of the 
Currency came after only 
eleven days of operation. It 

showed Capital Stock of 
$25,000 and deposits of 
$7,348 with total assets of 
$35.^2. At the end of the 
first year the bank showed 
a profit of $2,152.56. 

J. J. Whatley succeeded 
•Green as president on 
Octojher 30, 1906. Shortly. 
after his resignation. Green 
and M. E. Guypn the bank's 
cashier, along with others, 
opened a state-chartered 
bank in Eagle Lake with 
which First National com­
peted during the early 
years. 

The famous "money 

panic of 1907. which put 
many banks into bankrupt 
cy, prompted First 
National's board to adopt a 
resolution refusing the 
payment of cash..."on any 
check or checks of any one 
individual, firm-, or dor-' 

more than Ten Dollars in 
one day and not to exceed 
Forty Dollars in each 
week,.." 

< • . . . 

'• -•'-"" . 1 . 

On January 4, 1909. the 
beginning of a long and 
illustrious banking career 
with The First National 

Aiming for employment 
Another organization 

working for the im­
provement of the financial 
aspects of the area is the 
Eagle Lake Industrial 
Foundation. Inc.. which was 
chartered under Texas law 
in the fall of 1980. 

In the two and a half 
years since it has been in 
existence, the non-profit 
organization has signed a 
contract to purchase ap 
proximately .50 acres of land 
on the eastern edge of 
Eagle Uke, along FM 3013. 

The foundation, like 
others in many cities of 
Texas, is in the business of 
finding companies that are 
in need of new or additional 
locations, then selling them 
on moving here. Officers of 
the foundation are not paid. 

It isn't an easy job, in 
today's economy, according 
to several members of the 
foundation. Loan rates in 
the past several years have 
been somewhat prohibitive 
to young and growing com­
panies. Now that those 

rates have eased, the 
economic climate has 
slowed business, causing a 
wait and see attitude. 

The land under contract 
to the foundation is boun­
ded by Prairie St.. FM 3013. 
and the railroad tracts. 

There is interest in about 
five of the acres for an 
apartment complex, but 
there has been no other in­
terested prospects. 

The foundation here 
works with the Texas 
Industrial Commission and 

the Industrial Division of 
Central Power and Light, in 
locating prospects. Those 
organizations provide in­
formation about the area 
and possible industrial 
locations. It is up to mem­
bers of the local foundation 
to provide further infor­
mation to prospects. 

Another organization. 
The Colorado County 
Industrial Foundation, can 
lend assistance also, by 
issuing tax free bonds for a 

Festival logo designed by Troy Carman 

nuzi 
Troy torman.- son of Mr. 

& Mrs. Wayne Corman. was 
selected as the winner of 
the "Logo Contest" in which 
Mrs. Benges art students 
were asked to participate 
by the Festival Committee. 

Troy is a senior at Rice 

Legend of the Lake, and 
geese to represent the 
Chamber's claim to fame for 
Eagle Lake as "Goose 
Hunting Capitol of the 
World." 

The slogan "Eagle Lake. 
Texas — A Good Place to 

company locating here, so it 
can raise money for the 
move. 

Such bonds offer a small 
financial advantage to the 
company, because the in­
terest rates can be 
somewhat lower since they 
are tax free to the pUr 
chaser. 

The foundation aims to 
locate businesses that will 
move here, to provide em 
ployment for residents. As 
employment in the com­
munity increases, the spen­
ding power of the com 
munity increases also, 
financing residents and 
businesses here. 

This week, the foun 
dation is schediuled to have 
its annual membership 
meeting. Membership in 
the foundation costs $100 

According to the by-laws 
of the fouhdalipn. "'No 
dividend shall 'ever be 
declared or paid from the 
profits of the corporation, 
but any and all pr»fits ac­
cruing or earned shall be 
placed in a surplus fund to 
be used in the furtherance 
of the purposes and objec 
tives of the corporation." 

The by laws also state 
that should the foundation 
be disolved. the earnings. 
sums or property in excess 
of invested capital shall be 
distributed to such 
charitable or non profit 
organizations as the board 
of directors may deem 
proper. 

began with the hiring of W. 
E. Lenhart as Assistant 
Cashier. 

On December 23. 1913. 
the U. S. Congress ap' 
proved the Federal Reserve 
Act and required--alL 
National Banks to join. 

.̂ Arcordmgly. on Auifû i IT. 
1914, the bank requtiU'd. 
membership in The 
National Association of 
Houston. 

Fox Stephens replaced J. 
~J. Whatley as President in 

January, 1916. Whatley 
continued to serve as Vice 
President. Stephens was 
followed by Frank Stephens 
as President from 1918 to 
1920. whereupon W. S. 
Strickland became 
President. 

The .American Rice 
Growers .Association had its 
start in Eagle l^\e in 1931 
when the bank s board 
agreed to allow each farmer 
to allocate 5 cents per 
barrel from their mor 
tgaged rice in order to join. 
To this day the bank work.s 
very closely with "the rice 
office" in handling several 
million dollars in paymenis 
and distribution;̂  annually 
to our area rice farmers. 

As was rusiomary m the 
1930's, The First National 
Bank issued its own 
currency which was barked 
by bonds pledged to the U. 
S. Treasury. However, in 
19.'i5 It wi^ deemed in the 
best interest of the bank to 
retire the currency from 
circulation. .\n enlarged 
engravmg of one of these 
early bills is on display in 
our offices today. 

On Novembfr 24. 1942. 
W. S. Strickland died after 
serving the .bank as 
President for almo,st 22 
years. He was succeeded by 
Wm. E. Lenhart who ser 
ved exactly 17 years. 
However, Lenhart's tenure 
fn)m A.ssistani Ca.shier to 
Chairman of the Board, and 
then Honorary ('hairman, 
spanned 56 years of fait hful 
service'. 

.•\ "banker's dream' came 
true in June, 1944 when the 
president reported to the 
board that none of the 
bank's loans were past due' 

With the help of a city 
correspondent bank. First 
National ipade Us larResi 

loan ever in 1954 to finance 
the construction of the 
Eagle Lake Rice Dryer. 
The amount was $147,000, 
barely enough to put in a 
rice prop in today's dollars. 

----In 49.584he "old gave way 
to the new," a.s plans were 

ô_replacp and 

The building lo the north 
occupied by Epps' Store 
was purcha.sed and today's 
modern structure was built. 
Expansion in 197,1 look in 
both the drugstore and 
theater buildings lo the 
east along Main S.. in order 
to provide additional work 
space and drjve up 
facilities. 

The building occupied as 
".lo .\nn s" I formerly Epps' 
Department Store! was 
purcha.sed by the bank in 
J line of 197* 

George H. Oane becam*' 
President following Wm. E 
Lenhart. He served for 
three years and was 
replaced in 1963 by Wm. H. 
Harrison '*;̂ o ,̂retired_iDL 
July 1979 after more than 
17 year of service which 
saw the hank grow from $7 
fflWTrtiTTi_$3.f a»U»ton 10̂  
Total Assets. 

During its 75 year 
lifetime, The First National 
Bank of Eagle Uke has en 
joyed varying degrees of 
success and prosperity. 
Like the majestic oaks 
IhrouRhout our community, 
the growth rings are not 
always the same distance 
apart. But hopefully our 
bank, as the sturdy oak 
symbolizes, has been a 
source of strength and 
stability to each of our 
customers and friends 

Congratulafions 
= : fofhe 

Festival Committee 
for a 

Job We/I Done!! 

Rice 
Industries, Inc. 

Supports the efforts of oil 

persons involved in 

Revitalize Eagle Lake, Inc, 

-JiH^^chooI in. hia.Uiicd, Live.'ljVA&,ui idea iiam t%a 
year of art and plans on other art students: but was 
majoring in advertising in 
college. In addition to his 
art Troy has been active in 
both football and baseball. 
Troy and his family are 
members of the Lissie 
United Methodist Church. 

picked by the Festival 
Committee judges to go 
along with the artistic 
design by Troy. ' 

Troy received • no 
monetary recognition for 
this wonderful contribution 

In his design Troy used a to the festival and 
star denoting Eagle Lake Revitalize Eagle Lake. Inc. 
inside of Texas. He sym However, we would like to 
bolized four major aspects say that many people in the 
of the community by using a community are very proud 
tractor to represent far of his contribution and it 
ming, rice to represent *i'l be a lasting tribute to 
Eagle Lake's major crop, an the talents and involvement 
Eagle to represent the of the young people of 

Eagle Lake. Texas. 

— T h e — 
w mw I m American 
^^\A^ Associiation 
of University Women 
Eagle Lake Branch 

-f.-*-^ 

M i l 

Supports 
tev*talize ^ 

Eagle Lake, Inc. 


